
  

Dear Friends, 

 “We live in a deeply divisive time.” I have heard that 

statement a lot in recent months.  But the truth is, I’m pretty sure 

most times are thought to be divisive at the time in which they are 

being lived. Too often we see others as the ones who act in ill ways 

and put the burden of building bridges on them instead of helping 

to be a healing voice ourselves. That’s why I found a devotion 

written last month by church consultant Tony Robinson so 

poignant. While he doesn’t capture who we are as a church, I find his words to be wise 

ones that we all do well to hear. This is the devotion Robinson wrote for January 5:  

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector." - Luke 18: 10 

The Pharisee prays, "God I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week, I give a tenth of all my 

income." Meanwhile, the tax-collector says, "God be merciful to me, a sinner." The tax 

collector, said Jesus, went home justified. 

The Pharisee is almost a cartoon of the self-righteous person. It's easy to poke fun at him. 

Harder to identify with him. 

My work puts me in many different congregations, both UCC and others of the mainline 

Protestant tradition. Almost without exception in these congregations these days, I hear 

something that goes like this. "We thank God that our church is welcoming, inclusive, 

broad-minded and accepting, and not like those other churches or Christians who are close-

minded, judgmental, ignorant and intolerant."  Doesn't that sound a bit like the Pharisee? 

While I am grateful for our generally broad-minded and open-hearted approach, I doubt 

that any church is or can be "fully inclusive." It's a worthy aspiration and we ought not 

abandon it, but we remain sinners who will never fully achieve it. Even more important — 

is there not a danger that we find our righteousness in our own actions, our enlightened 

views or inclusivity, and not in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Many today are anxious about the future of the church and their own congregations. We 

posit various explanations for our problems and propose, and try various solutions. My 

own view is that our great risk is that we become as the Pharisee, who was in many ways a 

good, even an exemplary person. But like him, we make our Christian faith about our 

activities, our views, our values and, just maybe, how we are superior to some other 

Christians or people. 

When this happens Christian faith has been fatally misunderstood. It's not about us. It's 

not about our views or virtues, our work or achievements. It's not even about our welcome 

or inclusivity. It's about God. God who alone knows the human heart. God who justifies the 

ungodly. 

 That’s Robinson’s devotion. For me, it’s a healthy reminder that we do better 

and are more faithful when we don’t go down the path that leads us to judge ourselves 

good by finding fault and failure in others. It is much better to be the builders of the 

bridges that bring us together. Then we can join with the prophet Isaiah in becoming 

God’s repairers of the breach. 

Always, Peter 
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 We’re in the season of Epiphany in the church year.  It’s that time on the cal-

endar between the end of the Christmas season and the start of the Lenten sea-

son.  You may know the word epiphany to mean to have a revelation or sudden in-

sight.  For Christians, Epiphany begins with the Magi coming to visit Jesus, following 

that star that led them to the most unlikely king they had ever or likely would ever 

encounter.  In Jesus, God’s light and love were revealed in a most unexpected and 

yet much-needed way. 

 Generally, the assigned readings for each Sunday include a Gospel passage 

telling of Jesus in action, doing the work of God through his teaching and preaching 

and healing.  These passages show God’s light and love revealed in Jesus.  We read 

and reflect on these passages in worship, and we point to the light and love we see in Jesus.  Truth be 

told, we don’t generally mark the Sundays of Epiphany in any special way or make a big deal about 

them.  We do what we always try to do in worship.  We praise God, and we look to the ways of Jesus to 

guide our lives. 

 Sometimes the days and weeks following Christmas can seem a bit of a letdown.  All the anticipa-

tion and excitement of the season seem to fade quickly once all the presents have been opened, family and 

friends have left town, and the decorations have been taken down.  It can seem easy to go back to the usu-

al day-to-day routine, and wait for Christmas to come around next year.   

 Yet, in these days and weeks following Christmas, the season of Epiphany, in its low-key fashion, 

reminds us that we are to be about the work and message of Christmas in our usual, day-to-day rou-

tines.  That is, we are to look for the ways in which God’s light and love is revealed to us in our lives, in 

big and small ways, in the ordinary and in the extraordinary; and  we are to seek to be revelations of 

God’s love and light in our own ways, too, in big and small ways, in the ordinary and in the extraordi-

nary.   

 You may have noticed during the Advent season that our acolytes brought forth the light of Christ 

in our 9 and 10:30 worship services during the Introit and Call to Worship, as we lit the candles of the Ad-

vent wreath.  It was a more focused way for us to prepare for Jesus, the Light of the World, to enter our 

lives.  For now, we’re continuing that practice of our acolytes bringing in the light of Christ as we begin 

our time of worship together.  It’s a reminder of the season of Epiphany in which we find ourselves in our 

church life.  It’s also a reminder for each of us, that as we welcome that light into our lives, we are to live 

as reflections of that light, too.   

 Perhaps think of it this way.  Each one of us is to be an acolyte (there is no age limit!).  Each one of 

us is to bear forth God’s light into the world, bringing hope and love to the people and places in need of 

God’s presence. 

Epiphany Blessings, Jeanette 
 

 
LAST YEAR’S PALM FRONDS 

Do you still have your Palm Sunday palm frond from last year?  If so, 

you’re invited to bring it to church through Sunday, February 26, and 

place it in the basket on the Information Table outside Fellowship Hall, 

near the elevator.  We’ll burn last year’s palm fronds to make ashes for 

our Ash Wednesday service—March 1 at 7:00 pm.     

 
In burning last year’s palm fronds, we recognize that just as we celebrate and welcome Jesus into our lives,  

we also deny and reject him at times.  The waving palms of the Palm Sunday parade also mark our brokenness and sin. 

Yet through it all, God’s grace and love is always offered to each one of us. 
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 The month of February has often been referred to as “the month for lovers.”  

This is certainly true for Valentine’s Day (February 14) when cards, flowers, candy 

and other small treasures are shared with those who are the center of our attention. In 

my life, I became engaged to my wife on Valentine’s Day. The love people share has 

many dimensions – from first connections and running the whole gamut to deep 

commitments. Those of us who have been around for a while remember the song, 

“Love is a Many Splendored Thing” which captured the varying levels of affection and 

deeper passion. In our secular culture books, poems, art have focused on the many 

nuances of love. 

 For Christians, love is a core foundational truth as demonstrated in the life 

and ministry of Jesus Christ. It is a relational love in response to being valued by God and reconciled from 

alienation to the place of being family through Christ where we can say, “Abba Father.” This relationship 

is where we can love deeply with heart, soul and mind. Because Jesus lives, we have new life with the ca-

pacity to love with depth and experience fear’s demise. 

 This love is characterized by mutuality and growing trust as our faith journeys develop and ma-

ture.  This love risks being vulnerable in encountering others and sharing it with them so that they too 

may experience its transformative power. The most difficult issue for most of us is the vulnerability such 

love requires. What will others think of us? How will they react? What can we say or do that might trigger 

rejection? When we know and experience the ongoing divine love in Christ, we can risk sharing that love 

in our loves and actions. This world in which we move and have our being needs such love desperately to 

overcome the hate, alienation, and anger of so many. It’s my firm and ever growing belief that only such 

love can transform and bring real change. 

 It’s our calling in Christ Jesus to live out this compassion and care as we encounter others. Can we 

transmit and translate Christ’s love to our neighbors, others, and even those considered enemies? Can we 

be like those first Christians who received that name because of their demonstrated love? In Christ’s living 

legacy, we are directed to be today’s representatives of this dynamic love which leads from death to life.  

Are we up to the challenge? Each of us must decide and seek the support of other Christians in carrying 

out our call to be faithful. 

Blessings, Dick 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Start the Lenten journey with worship 

Wednesday, March 1, 7:00 pm 

  

 ~ a service of scripture, song, prayer and the imposition of ashes ~ 
   

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.”     Ps. 51 

FEBRUARY 28 ~ Time: 6:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a fabulous Fat Tuesday Potluck Dinner and Celebration! 

Bring your favorite decadent dish that serves 8-10 people to share. 

Live New Orleans jazz music provided! 

  

Call the Church Office (330) 650-4048 or email ChurchOffice@hudsonucc.org to RSVP for dinner on Fat Tuesday. 

mailto:ChurchOffice@hudsonucc.org
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No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to sep-

arate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.   - Romans 8:39 

Growing up I was told that I could lose my salvation! That I could do something that 

was so horrible, so heinous that God would say, “I am sorry, I just don’t love you any-

more, when you die you cannot be with me.” Wow!!! Looking back on that now, I see 

how utterly wrong and misguided that was. Romans 8:39 tells us that nothing, 

NOTHING … can separate us from God’s love. As you experience Valentine’s Day 

this month, please remember that God has, does and will always love you, no matter 

what. My hope and prayer is that you will lean into this and share this with as many 

people as you feel comfortable with, because, my friends, God is LOVE, a tenacious, 

audacious, never-ceasing, always seeking, unconditional LOVE!   

 

* Just Faith, Just Peace * 

We are called to be peacemakers in a word increasingly embroiled in conflict, but how 

do we practice and foster peace? Just Faith, Just Peace is designed as a personally en-

riching, inclusive, and accessible nonviolent conflict-resolution/peacemaking study.  

Through videos and weekly readings, discussion, activity, journaling, and reflection, participants will 

have the opportunity to become more comfortable addressing potentially conflictual topics toward peace-

ful outcomes, as well as to explore nonviolent responses to structural violence.  

The course is comprised of eight 2.5 hour meetings on Thursdays from February 2 - March 23. Partici-

pants are invited to choose either the morning 9:30 am - Noon or evening group 6 - 8:30 pm. You can reg-

ister via the Church Office at (330) 650-4048, the church website, or the Adult Ed table in Fellowship Hall 

on Sundays.  

 

Living in Truth, Beauty, and Goodness Book Study 

Former Professor of Philosophy at Kent State University, Jeff Wattles will be leading an eight week study 

on his most recent book, “Living in Truth, Beauty and Goodness” starting Sunday, February 5 at 9 am in 

the Chapel. If you are interested in participating in this study, email Jeff so you can secure a copy of the 

book (jwattles@kent.edu). “When I think of divinity, I think of truth, beauty and goodness; love, mercy, 

and ministry; and justice, power, sovereignty. This class culminates with love; the book portrays a seven-

fold path to love.” – Jeff Wattles  

 

Lenten Bible Study 

The pain was almost unbearable! I cried out to God, again and again, with seemingly no answer.  

I wondered, Does God hear my prayers? Does God even care that I am suffering? Is God even there? 

Join us this Lenten Season as we tackle these questions head on in our study of the book of Exodus and a 

people who wrestled with these very questions.  Lenten Study Groups will start the week of March 5 for 

five weeks. To sign up for a Lenten Study Group, email the Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org) 

and indicate which day of the week would be best for you. 

   Mondays at 7:00 pm      Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

   Tuesdays at 7:00 pm      Fridays at 7:00 pm 

   Wednesdays at 10:15 am or 5:15pm    Sundays at 9:00 am, 10:30 am or 7:00 pm  

mailto:jwattles@kent.edu
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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Update on 2017 Pledge Drive 

The Stewardship Board would like to thank everyone  

who attended the Pledge Drive Kick Off Event in early 

November—and everyone who has made a pledge to the 

General Operating Budget for 2017. THANK YOU. 

Your financial generosity allows First Congregational 

Church to serve our members and the community through our ministries, 

programming and missions work.   

 

Our goal for the 2017 Pledge Drive was $1.3 million.  

As of January 10, 2017, we received 427 pledges totaling $1,202,170.45.  

Last year, we received 450 pledges totaling $1,193,509.  

Total pledging is higher than last year. This is great news! 

 

In addition, many of you increased your pledges or began pledging for the first time—which is even 

greater news. We thank you for your increased commitment of support.  

 

However, we haven’t reached our goal of $1.3 million—which means we’ve come up short. We set $1.3 

million as a goal to ensure that we have enough annual operating funds to continue our ministries and 

programming even if we experience unexpected financial emergencies during the year. Reaching $1.3 mil-

lion in pledges or gifts will give us a financial health we currently lack.  

Pledges pay for building maintenance, staff salaries, programming and missions. The costs for all of these 

things increase each year, just as expenses in your own household budget increase. Your generosity al-

lows First Congregational Church to have meaningful touches on people’s lives.  

 

There is still time to make a pledge for 2017.  

There is still time to increase your pledge for 2017.  

There is still time to make a gift (not a pledge—an actual gift) to the 2017 General Operating Fund. 

 

If you would like your gift to be directed toward a specific ministry or program area—let us know and we 

will direct it accordingly.  

 

Pledge or gift online at My FCCH, call the church Finance Office or email Sue Wimer at 

swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

Thank you for giving not only of your time and talents—but of your treasure. 

 

The Stewardship Board  

mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
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Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

D&D Devotion & Discussion February! Sometimes the shortest month can feel like the 

longest as winter starts to drag on. But time always flies at D&D. And this is also Oscar 
month. Just like the Academy Awards, this month will be all about movies, red carpets 
and maybe even a little bit about love. Join us every Wednesday 3-5pm for games, food 
and great discussions. 

CONFIRMATION - We’re changing it up a little this month. We will still meet on the 

first Sunday of the month, February 5. BUT … we will meet for brunch and our meeting 
at 10:30 am in the Activity Room as Steve answers the question “What’s the Point of 

Church Anyway?” Afterwards we will worship together at the 11:59 service. Did you know that service is only 
half an hour? That means we’ll finish up at our regular times – 12:30 pm for mentors, 1:00 pm for confirmands 
(we’ll meet to debrief after the service). Be sure to bring your Bible and binder to every meeting. Please let Cal-
lie (cbaylor@hudsonucc.org) know if you are unable to attend. 

BREAKFAST CLUB - Breakfast Club meets every week at 10:30. However, February 5 is Communion Sun-

day. That means there is NO BREAKFAST CLUB for grades 8-12. Instead, high schoolers - join your family and 
friends in the sanctuary for worship and communion. Confirmands meet in the Activity Room with your men-
tor. There will be Breakfast Club on February 5 just for grades 6 and 7 in the Youth Room. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - TPP  THE TIME IS NOW!!! If you haven’t already, be sure to se-

cure one of the remaining spaces for this year’s first ever Middle School Mission trip. Current 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders can join us July 10-14 as we take part in The Pittsburgh Project (TPP). Total cost of the trip is $395. Your 
$50 deposit and registration form secure your space. Those spaces are limited so don’t delay. Deadline to sign 
up is February 15! Contact Callie (cbaylor@hudsonucc.org) with any questions or if you would like to serve as 
one of our adult leaders. More information is available on the church website under the “Youth” tab. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

IMPACT - Per the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 78 Americans die every 

day from an opioid overdose. In addition to this fact, West Virginia, Kentucky and Ohio 
are most affected by opioid usage. On Tuesday, February 7, we will talk about this very 
issue because it has become a greater and greater issue for our high school students.  

February 14, in honor of Valentine’s Day, we will watch Shawn Mendes’s music video, 
Treat You Better and discuss why we want what we can’t have.  
February 21 we will separate our guys and girls during our discussion time so we can 
address specific issues that are particularly relevant to each gender.  

February 28, otherwise known as Fat Tuesday, we will talk about when is enough, enough?  
Hope your high school student can join us in February because we have some great topics lined up to dig into!   

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT - Relationships can be one of the greatest sources of our happiness but also of 

heartache. Join us for our High School Retreat as we discuss how to build relationships that truly are reward-
ing! Yes, there will be paintball! March 11-12 at Camp Carl in Ravenna. Arrive at Noon on Saturday and de-
part at 2:00 pm on Sunday; Cost $80. 

ASP 2017 - See page 13 for complete details surrounding our summer mission trip. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturday, February 4. Don't miss the opportunity to serve at Gennesaret this 

month. We serve from 9:00am - 2:30 pm. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both middle and high 

school as well as confirmands and their mentors. . If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells 
(jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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 An article in the Notre Dame magazine of Autumn 2016 got me thinking about 
our children. As you know, we have a very active children’s and youth ministry here 
at FCCH, and we spend a lot of time thinking about activities, pedagogy, social inter-
action and the spirituality of young people. 

 You might remember the uproar in 2011 when Amy Chua, a professor at the 
Yale Law School, wrote the book Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mom, in which she outlined 
the difference between the way Asian families and American families raise their chil-
dren. Chua has two daughters and she never allowed them to have a sleepover or a 
play date, watch TV or play computer games, choose their own extra-curricular activi-
ties or get any grade less than an A. Her explanation was simple: “What Chinese parents understand is 
that nothing is fun until you are good at it. To get good at anything, you have to work, and children on 
their own do not want to work, which is why it is crucial to override their preferences.” 

 Nearly all the people reading this article right now live, work and/or worship in Hudson, and are 
most likely horrified by the above quotation. But while Chua’s prescription for success might sound ex-
treme, the basic outline of it is not far from the profile of many children flourishing in affluent American 
neighborhoods with heavily scheduled, demanding lives and serious ambitions to attend fine universities. 
Often, our conversations center around which kindergarten or daycare is best for their intellectual pur-
suits, how much we chauffeur them around, how many activities they are involved in, how consuming 
their homework is, how important it is to make the travel team, how much to push them, how to raise 
and temper expectations so they thrive without feeling pressured to succeed (well, not excessively pres-
sured, anyway). Oh, and still be happy. 

 It seems odd to think that the same parents who raise their children in this manner fondly remem-
ber being raised in a world that was exactly the opposite: a charmed, bike-riding childhood when the 
whole neighborhood was their playground, school was a place for learning and amusement, and their 
youth was an unhurried glide toward adulthood and a gradual assimilation into a waiting world. And we 
turned out okay, they say! 

 Our new childhood is accelerated, abbreviated and agenda-driven, with less leisure, less idle time, 
less room for boredom and the workspace for unbridled imagination. For these children, who one would 
think are the happiest, most fortunate and most privileged, life is competitive, stressful and wearying, a 
race to determine whether one’s youth is a success or a failure. High school is no better with its frenzied 
exercises in “credentialism” in which the purpose of life becomes accumulating more gold stars than the 
next kid. This exhausting journey eventually becomes the student’s identity – their value is based on their 
high school vitae. 

 But William Deresiewicz’s 2014 book, Excellent Sheep: The Miseducation of the American Elite and the 
way to a Meaningful Life, ignited a national discourse that brought into question the means by which we raise our 
children and the unintended consequences to the child. He said, “Look beneath the façade of affable con-
fidence and seamless well-adjustment that today’s elite students have learned to project, and what you 
often find are toxic levels of fear, anxiety and depression, of emptiness and aimlessness and isolation.” 

 Besides sparking some purposeful conversation, I hope that we at FCCH also provide something 
else more tangible. We hope that our church is a place for peace, hope and worship. A place where chil-
dren and youth can feel safe to discover themselves outside the cranked up world in which they often feel 
trapped. A place where the Word of God can settle in their hearts and the palpable love and acceptance of 
friends can have a soothing effect on their souls. Unlike the world in which they live, wherever they are 
on their journey, they are welcome here. Always. No competition. No judging. Just love, compassion and 
food for their living. 

See you in church! 

Tom 
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The 

Children’s Center 
When you are just beginning your journey … you can grow with us. 

Registration is now open for our Preschool and Childcare Center! Imagine your child or grandchild or neighbor 
making the first steps of their educational journey right here in our church home! Please email Dee Buchanan 

(DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org) or call the Children’s Center at (330) 342-3977 for more information. 
 

A loving and nurturing Christian preschool that encourages growing independence 
through play-based, hands-on experiences with developmentally appropriate programs. 

TWO YEAR OLDS 
Time for Tots: Children ready for their first preschool 
experience and their first time away from home. One 
day/week for 2.5 hours (with second day option) 2:8 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $35 
  Tuition: $26/day 
 
Little Discoverers: Home away from home for our 
youngest learners. Available up to 5 days a week from 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:10 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $50/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $52/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $40/day 

THREE YEAR OLDS 
Little Explorers: A traditional preschool time frame of 
2.5 hours/2 days a week (T/TH). We offer parent volun-
teer opportunities and family programs. Offered both am 
and pm. Parent drop-off and pick-up lines. 2:14 teacher/
student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $35 + 1 month tuition 
  Tuition: $167/month 
 
Little Discoverers: This may be a good fit for our 
youngest three year olds. Children do not need to be 
potty-trained. Available up to 5 days a week from 7:00 
am - 6:00 pm. Half and full day options. 2:10 teacher/
student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $50/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $52/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $40/day 
 
Discoverers: For our older three year olds. An age ap-
propriate introduction to academics. Children are al-
ready potty trained. Available up to 5 days a week from 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:14 
teacher/student ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $48/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $50/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $40/day 

FOUR YEAR OLDS 
Explorers: A kindergarten readiness preschool experi-
ence  of 2.5 hours/3 days a week (M/W/F). We offer an 
extended day option with our Lunch & Learn enrichment 
program. Parent volunteer opportunities and family pro-
grams. Offered both am and pm. Parent drop-off and 
pick-up lines. 2:14 ratio.. 
  Registration Fee: $35 + 1 month tuition 
  Tuition: $221/month 
 
Adventurers: For our younger four year olds. Our pro-
gram introduces kindergarten standards with special 
focus on social/emotional readiness. We work on devel-
oping curiosity in our young learners. Four years old by 
9/30/17. Available up to 5 days a week from 7:00 am—
6:00 pm. Half & full day options. 2:14 ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $48/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $50/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $40/day 
 
Trailblazers: For our older four year olds (must be four 
by 1/1/17). Accelerated kindergarten readiness pro-
gram. Open-ended questioning techniques encourage 
deeper thought processes. Introduction to technology. 
Kindergarten-styled classroom. Available up to 5 days a 
week from 7:00 am - 6:00 pm. Half and full day options. 
2:14 ratio. 
  Registration Fee: $50 
  Tuition: 5 full days/week: $48/day 
 2-4 full days/week: $50/day 
 ½ day (5hr max): $40/day 

FIVE YEAR OLDS 
Trailblazers: For our young 5 year olds. Accelerated 
kindergarten readiness program. Open-ended question-
ing techniques encourage deeper thought processes. 
Introduction to technology. Kindergarten-styled class-
room. Available up to 5 days a week from 7:00 am - 
6:00 pm. Half day and full day options. 2:14 teacher/
student ratio.  
   Tuition: 5 full days/week: $48/day 
   2-4 full days/week: $50/day 
   ½ day (5 hr max): $40/day 

mailto:DBuchanan@hudsonucc.org
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Children’s Ministries 

Heifer International Update! 
A huge thank you to everyone who has already donated to our mission project. $2,766.36 

has already been collected. We will continue to collect until the end of the school year. 

We have been talking to all the children about doing chores at home to help collect mon-

ey! Below, is a sample chore chart that you can show your kids. Encourage them to make 

their own version and talk to them about what each chore is worth.   

Attention Students: Apply to be a CE Summer Intern 
Do you have a strong faith? Are you eager and willing to share that faith with the children of 

our church? Have you ever thought that you might be great doing a children’s message?  
Do you want to decide what fun events the children will embark on next summer? Yes??!!  
Well, the Children’s Education Board is eagerly awaiting and accepting applications for  

our Summer Intern for 2017!  High school students (who will have completed their  
sophomore year by next summer) and college students may apply. 

Application is on the church website (deadline to submit is March 17): 
 hudsonucc.org/#/children/ce-summer-intern 

Katie’s chore chart 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Empty dishwasher      

Sort the socks       

Feed the pug      

Vacuum      

Take trash out      

Be kind to your parents      

Blessing of the Animals! 
Sunday, May 7 at 1:00 pm in the Courtyard 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/#/children/ce-summer-intern
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“Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace-in peace because they trust you.” 

Isaiah 26:3 

February, the month we associate with love and hearts. 

What a perfect month to explore another of the seven important 

areas of a well-balanced lifestyle … emotions. The seven areas are 

faith, work, nutrition, friends and family, movement, medicine and 

emotions. The following paragraphs, taken from Healthy Church Life resources for 

faith community nurses, integrate the emotional side of us with our spiritual needs. 

 In many ways, your emotions are the glue that holds the other components to-

gether. It’s where your perspective on other areas comes from. It is important to know what makes you 

happy and fulfilled and what makes you stressed or sad. It’s easy to turn to unhealthy habits in response 

to difficulties in our lives. Through understanding your feelings and emotional needs, you can make 

changes to take better care of yourself and manage stress in healthier ways. 

 We can never avoid strife completely. That’s simply not possible. From individual illness to wars 

across the world, conflict and stress happen in all our lives, probably daily.  

 Isaiah lived in a time of turmoil of epic proportions with world powers vying for domination. As 

God’s prophet, his message predicted that difficult times lay ahead for God’s people, and the faithful 

would suffer along with everyone else. Yet the book of Isaiah contains many passages that readers today 

cling to for comfort. Peace does not result from our strivings, but rather comes from God when we trust.  

 At the heart of trust is the notion that we need someone else, that we are not in complete control of 

everything that happens to us. We depend on other people to meet some of our needs, and ultimately we 

depend on God. We do not depend on God to “fix” everything in the sense of sparing us from what might 

go wrong or answer prayers that might sound like a grocery list. We depend on God for the unchanging 

love that only God can give. We depend on God to be present in our lives no matter what happens to us. 

God is with us in the suffering as well as the joy. We depend on God to shape us, support us, and sur-

round us. 

 This is the “steadfast mind” Isaiah wrote about. Our bodies will still break. We still lose jobs. Rela-

tionships will go awry. Money will still run short each month. The calendar will still fill up with an impos-

sible list of obligations. In other words, stress will still happen. 

 How will we respond … with worry that does not solve anything … or trust? 

That is the core question in our pursuit of peace. We can let go of anger, disappoint-

ment, insecurity and all the rest because we know who God is. When we welcome 

God, whatever the circumstances, we find ourselves more steady, more stable, more 

grateful, more generous, more connected with all the parts of our lives in a healthy 

balance. We do not conjure peace ourselves. We receive the peace that God offers. 

In His Name, Kathy 

February FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be February 13 at noon in Fellowship 

Hall. The program is “Ohio’s Wildflowers: A Brief Tour.” Join us for a virtual walk through Ohio’s wood-

lands, meadows and tall-grass prairies in search of wildflowers with photographer (and FCCH member), 

Dave Longfellow. We will visit flowers that are rare and common, and explore the beauty in blooms from 

everyday “weeds” to endangered wild orchids. Get ready for the arrival of spring with this colorful tour of 

some of Ohio’s best wildflower hotspots. Make your reservation by filling out the Connection Card, call 

the Church Office or contact kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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SERVING ON A BOARD 
The Nominations Board has begun its search for church members to serve on the various boards of the church. I invite you to 

consider a position on one of our boards described below. The ongoing success of our programs and activities is a testament to the 

incredible interaction between our staff and our volunteers. The gifts of your time and talent make this possible. THANK YOU! 

Please contact me at (330) 414-9907 or by email jfd44236@gmail.com to discuss your interests.    -Jack Dupre  

ADULT ED: The purpose of the Adult Education Board is to meet the spiritual needs of our post-college age 
adults in order to deepen and grow their faith. We specifically develop and help implement programs and 
events that address the diverse needs of our congregation and assist in curriculum selection for group study. 
Board chair: Emily Updegraff emdona72@gmail.com. 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES: The combined Children’s Center Board and Children’s Education Board provide 
oversight, development and promotion of the Children’s Center.  In addition, the combined boards provide 
education, fellowship and mission projects for the children of the church community, including the Children’s 
Center. The combined boards plan and implement several important events and activities including Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, Family Fellowship events, Live Nativity, Advent Wreath Making, as well as sev-
eral mission projects throughout the year. Board members are divided into committees and special events and 
work together as a team to accomplish our goals. Board chairs work closely with the Director and Associate 
Director of Children’s Ministries. CE Co-chairs: Anne Merchant anneindc@gmail.com and Shannon Knapp 
smk5552010@yahoo.com ;  CC Board chair: Jennifer Barden jen0020@aol.com. 

DEACONS: The Deacons Board works closely with the ministerial staff, designing and directing the wor-
ship and spiritual life of the church. Activities include approving use of the facility, overseeing the annual 
church census, assisting ministers in worship service and communion, scheduling and training ushers, taping 
and live-streaming video services and maintaining the membership roster. Board chair: Judy Jaffray  
judy.jaffray@gmail.com.  

DEACONESS: The Deaconess Board functions to provide spiritual and prayerful support for church family 
members and others in times of need. We have also been called the “shopkeepers” of the church and as such 
provide weekly preparations for services as well as communion, weddings, memorial services and decorating 
the church for holiday celebrations. Board chairs: Sharon McDowell dougmcdow@gmail.com  and Peggy Hud-
son tghudson@juno.com.  

MEMBERSHIP: The mission of the Membership Board is to welcome people, invite them into membership, 
and help assimilate them into this faith community. This includes providing Welcomers for each worship ser-
vice, making follow-up calls to visitors, hosting new member classes and New Member Sunday, as well as 
offering a sponsor/mentor to each new member. Board chair: Virginia Longfellow davglongfellow@gmail.com.  

MISSIONS: The Mission Board supports local and regional organizations that provide shelter, food, cloth-
ing and mental health services to those in need, creating an environment where all affiliated with our church 
are inspired to support these programs with their time, service and creativity. Board chair: Trip Kern 
trip.kern@timken.com.  

MUSIC: The Music Board and the Director of Music Ministries work together to provide music that inspires 
the congregation to embrace the kingdom of God. They encourage the congregation to share their gifts, and 
provide a plethora of opportunities for them to do so.  Board chair: Dennis Barlow wolbdrab@gmail.com.  

STEWARDSHIP: The Stewardship Board loves our church and enjoys helping people think and pray about 
the gifts we share here – treasure, time and talents - all year long. We design, develop and implement the annu-
al pledge drive to fund the church’s General Operating Budget. Board chair: Greg Lawton  
lawtons@roadrunner.com.  

TRUSTEES: The Trustees Board is charged with the care and upkeep of the building, grounds, and perma-
nent fixtures within the church. They are  responsible  for the insurance and safekeeping of all legal documents 
regarding church properties, maintaining an inventory of properties and furnishings. Co-chairs: Tom McDon-
ald tmcdonald88@gmail.com and Brenton Taussig. 

YOUTH EDUCATION: The Youth Board seeks to cultivate the next generation of church leadership by 
offering nurturing environments to grow spiritually, develop a safe community atmosphere, and inspire young 
persons to be tolerant, giving, members of a world community.  Board chairs: Jeff Wells jeffrey-
lwells@gmail.com  and Meredith Coy jeffandmer@gmail.com. 

mailto:jfd44236@gmail.com
mailto:emdona72@gmail.com
mailto:anneindc@gmail.com
mailto:smk5552010@yahoo.com
mailto:jen0020@aol.com
mailto:judy.jaffray@gmail.com
mailto:dougmcdow@gmail.com
mailto:tghudson@juno.com
mailto:davglongfellow@gmail.com
mailto:trip.kern@timken.com
mailto:wolbdrab@gmail.com
mailto:lawtons@roadrunner.com
mailto:tmcdonald88@gmail.com
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:jeffandmer@gmail.com
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Missions and Outreach 

In January, the Mission Board’s annual fund allocation meeting takes place. This is the time when the 

board receives its budget amount, which is 15% of the pledge dollars for the new year. This year, that 

amount is $180,325. During the board’s allocation meeting, the members review requests from organiza-

tions outside our church as well as outreach programs run directly through our church. The goal of the 

Mission Board is to support organizations that deal directly with children and youth in poverty and 

education. The board considers the following factors when determining funding amounts: Do mem-

bers of our church volunteer at this organization and how frequently? Does this organization serve the 

population that is in line with the goal of the Mission Board? Does our contribution make an impact on the 

overall budget of the organization?  

Here are the organizations that First Congregational Church supports through its mission budget:  

SWAG, Students With A Goal, Family Promise of Summit County, Family Promise (funding used at 

FCCH during our host weeks), Appalachia Service Project annual service trip for high school students, 

Gennesaret, FCCH middle school service trip, OPEN M, FCCH’s monthly lunch at OPEN M, Trinity 

UCC school uniform distribution, FCCH Summer Missionaries, Habitat for Humanity Hudson Coali-

tion, Mobile Meals, Akron-Canton Regional Food Bank, Hudson Community Service, Hudson Job 

Search, Akron Community Support Services, Global Ministries Child Sponsorship, Miller Avenue 

UCC “Lunch On Us”, Allen Park Scholarship Fund for SWAG, First Serve Serve First. 

If you would like more information about any of these organizations or would like to know how to volun-

teer your time, please contact Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

 

Poverty Workshop - Session #3 Tuesday, February 21, 7-9pm Fellowship Hall 

Communication: Differences to Understand 

When it comes to communication, significant learning and change require a relationship of mutual respect. 

Relationships begin and end with language. In this module, we will discuss different language registers 

among socio-economic classes and how to better communicate with and understand one another. 

Resources: How do you measure Poverty? The definition of poverty is “the extent to which an individual 

does without resources.” Communities can help families build resources, families can help their children 

build resources, and individuals can build their own resources. Resources can be built by learning hidden 

rules and through connections. In this module we discuss the eleven essential resources. To sign up, go to 

www.hudsonucc.org, Grow & Serve tab and click on the Poverty Workshop tab or email Sue Wimer at 

swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

 

Mission and Outreach Appreciation Dessert Event 

Thursday, March 9, 7-8:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 
Childcare provided 

The Mission Board is excited to host this event to highlight our church’s outreach efforts and the volun-

teers who make them happen. We are inviting all of our volunteers who serve Family Promise, Findley 

CLC, SWAG, OPEN M, Mobile Meals, ASP, and Gennesaret, to attend this event as a way to say “thank 

you.” We are also inviting the members of the congregation who would like to learn more about volunteer 

opportunities in the Akron area. Dan Flowers, Executive Director of the Akron Canton Foodbank will be 

our guest speaker. There will also be a video presentation highlighting the impact of our church’s outreach 

engagement in the greater community. RSVP today by going to the church website or email Sue Wimer at 

swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdq7f6fWBDNJlNSyMii1m2Fvl5YTiYau93oBfwyYFdQX5EG9g/viewform
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
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Missions and Outreach 

EMPTY BOWL ART EVENT 
Woodridge High School Partners With Family Promise to Help Those in Need 

Handmade art, gourmet dinner and silent auction February 3 at 5:30 pm at Woodridge High School. Tickets 

are available at the door for $25 and include a handcrafted bowl, soup, salad, bread and dessert. If you 

would like to come for the dinner only, there is an alternate ticket of $10. Children six and under admitted 

free. All proceeds benefit Family Promise of Summit County.  

TRINITY CLOTHING ROOM: Donations and Volunteers Needed 

ADULT NEEDS: Winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves shoes and boots.  

Men’s jeans, particularly smaller sizes (many Nepali men are relatively short and thin and often look in the 

children’s room for themselves) 

CHILDREN: Girls - pants and tops, sizes 2T, 3T, 4T and 5 as well as sizes 10, 12, and 14. 

Boys shoes up to youth size 5. Winter boots for boys and girls - any size. 

HOUSEHOLD: Blankets, sheets, and towels. 
 

Thank you to FCCH for faithfully donating to support the Clothing Room! Volunteers are always welcome 

to sort donations on Wednesdays from 10:00 am until Noon and/or help distribute clothing on the second 

Saturday (February 11) and last Wednesday (February 22) of each month from 12:30 - 2:30 pm. Contact 

Sandy Miller sandyxd91@gmail.com or (216) 310-1489 to answer any questions. 

ASP HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER MISSION TRIP: Important Dates! 

The first step of registration for the summer ASP 2017 trip is complete. Below are a few 

important dates for the final payment and paperwork due dates. If you have questions, 

contact Steve or Amy. 

1. The final payment for your student’s trip is due February 1. Total for the trip is 

$525.00 (after the deposit of $75.00, the remaining balance is $450). Please consider 

making one payment to help with the bookkeeping process (multiple payments are tricky to keep track 

of). Also, if paying with a check, please attach a note to the check stating student’s name. 

2. There will be no refunds if your student cancels after March 1. At that point, the church is bound to ASP 

financially for the number of students we registered in the fall. 

3. A link to ASP’s required online registration is below and needs to be completed by February 1.  

 servicenetwork.com/reg/appserv/join.asp.  You will need this 4-digit group code: 5761 

Username is your personal email address (usually parent email) and then choose a password. You 

may use this information to access your account and complete your online registration. 

Everyone must register each year to participate. If you have questions regarding your online registra-

tion, contact either of the following ASP Volunteer Specialists: 

 Karen Frederick, Senior Director of Volunteers - (423) 854-4434   

 Julie Knoblock, Volunteer Assistant - (423) 854-4407 

4. ASP forms are available online at the church’s website (under Youth, and then select Forms) to have 

completed at your convenience. Return completed forms to Amy Baldwin’s mailbox in the church work-

room. A final paperwork meeting is set for April 30. 

mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
http://servicenetwork.com/reg/appserv/join.asp
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES PRESENTS 

Healing Creatively 
or 

Why I Chose to Do a Comedy Show 
with Lynn DaCosse 

Thursday, March 9 - 12:00 Noon in Fellowship Hall 

Church member, Lynn DaCosse, comedian, SoulCollage® facilitator and Arts Atelier administrator, 

will share her amusing story about how she created her comedy show “Life With the Flaps Down”  

and why Lynn considers humor to be a healing art. She will discuss how laughter is one of the  

best medicines and share other ways to foster healing creatively. 

The program will follow a luncheon in Fellowship Hall (cost $11). RSVP required by Monday, March 6. 

 

 

Community Hymn Sing 
Celebrating 25 Years of the Wilhlem Organ 

Sunday, February 12, 3:00 pm 

The 2016-17 season marks twenty-five years since our Wilhelm organ was installed in 1991 at FCCH.  

Please join us in continuing to celebrate this milestone as we host a Community Hymn Sing in the Sanc-

tuary on Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 pm. The program for the hymn sing will reflect many of the favor-

ite hymns submitted from the congregation, and the rest of your submissions will find their way into 

the music for Sunday morning worship services throughout the year. Help us celebrate our rich herit-

age of hymn music across history accompanied by the Wilhelm organ. Admission to the hymn sing is 

free. Donations will be accepted to benefit the Wilhelm organ fund. Contact Charlotte Plank 

(cplank@hudsonucc.org) if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

COURTYARD MEMORIAL COLUMBARIUM 
Niches in New Wall Available 

The new wall of our courtyard memorial Columbarium has been 

installed and niches are now available for purchase. What better 

place to rest than at God’s house, where we remain a part of the 

family and church we love so much? Watch your mail in February 

for a packet with helpful information regarding advance planning. 

Cost of each niche space in the new wall is $2,000 (double) or $1,750 (single). This includes continuous 

maintenance of the Columbarium and engraving. Remaining niches in the original wall are $1,000 

(double) or $750 (single). To discuss purchasing a niche, contact Cindy Taussig Deily in the Church 

Office (330) 650-4048. 

mailto:cplank@hudsonucc.org
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

BIRTH ~ Congratulations to: 

 Amy and Jim Jackson on the birth of son, Dylan Thomas on December 20 in Brighton, MI.  Proud 

grandparents include Joanne Tortoriello and Jim and Claudia Jackson. 

 Emily, Nick and Brooklyn Lopick  on the birth of daughter and sister, Daphne Rose on December 26. 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Daniel Hoehn and Kathleen Gallagher on the baptism of daughter, Anna Gallagher Hoehn January 8. 

 Scott Peters, Rebecca Somnitz and siblings Charlie and Genevieve on the baptism of son and brother, 

Weston Gene Peters on January 22.  

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 The family and friends of Mary Evelyn Welding on her recent death, December 2. 

 Esther Gray and family on the death of daughter, Mary Lou Pattie in December. 

 Mark & Liz Johnson and family on the death of Mark’s grandmother, Helen Johnson on December 22. 

 Aidan and Charlotte Plank on the death of Aidan’s grandfather, Charles Plank on December 23. 

 The family and friends of Dick Winkler on his death December 26. 

 Patty and Bruce Hahn and family on the death of Patty’s brother, Brad H. Hart who died January 4. 

 The family and friends of Tien Pham who died January 9 in Akron. Tien and his family were sponsored 

by FCCH in the late 1970’s arriving from Vietnam. 

 Marion Scott and family on the recent death of husband, Edward Scott, Jr. in Wooster. Also to Donna 

Pierce and family, sister of Edward. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Ed Lutz, Ella Norder, Dorothy Van Buskirk, Henrietta Lunsford 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our web site 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
  

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 
Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Kristin Brandyberry, Cherub Choir Director 
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 

 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Dr. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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Requested in Home Delivery  Jan. 28-30 

The three-story 

building behind our 

Sanctuary, where our 

choirs rehearse, was 

dedicated on Sunday, 

February 3, 1924, with 

President Henry 

Churchill King of 

Oberlin College giving 

the morning sermon, and our Church’s pastor, 

Rev. Clarence Gee, giving the dedicatory address 

at a 3:30 pm service.  The building, named the 

“Ellsworth Wing,” was designed by James 

Ellsworth’s personal architect, J.W.C. Corbusier, 

who was also our Church’s music director. James 

Ellsworth later had another piece of real estate 

named after him, namely a 350,000 square mile 

slice of the Antarctic Continent, which his 

explorer son Lincoln dedicated to the honor of his 

father. 

Frank Manak, Church Historian 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 
February 12 - 18 

  
Celebrate Random Acts of Kindness! Resources to 

inspire, inform, encourage and share: 

randomactsofkindness.org 

 

#RAKWeek2017 


